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A Nationwide Corpus of City-Council Agendas & Minutes Which Items Attract Comment and Divided Votes? Do Cities Legislate on the Same Things?
= Scraped the meeting portals of 391 local governments = 382,946 meetings of governing = We subclassify Code & Ordinance Amendments and Other Business into 3/ topics derived = Among code & ordinance amendments, we compute the average pairwise cosine similarity
councils and housing, planning, zoning & development bodies, 2000-2025 from clustering municipal-code chapters between the topic mixes across cities

= 5.37M agenda items recovered from online portals and PDF records, classified into topics by
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What's On the Local Agenda? Items Attracting Public Comment are Likely Non-Consensus = The legislative topic mix across U.S. cities has not become more or less similar across cities in
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" Next most common |tems are general business (e.g. specific appropriations) and zoning and , , , , = Larger gaps in housing growth, population, and Black population share predict less similarity.
land use rulings on specific properties Error bars show 95% Cls for differences relative to zero-commenter items; zero commenters is the reference.
= Within the same city and category, more public commenters predicts divided votes Zoning Organizes Municipal Agenda Similarity

How Regular Are Comments and Divided Votes?

Neighborhood Predictors of Land-Use Ruling Comment = Plotting k = 3 cosine-nearest neighbors for code & ordinance amendment topic mix
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= Land-use rulings in whiter, more
= Among meetings matched to their minutes, half of meetings hear a named commenter ° : educated, wealthier = Among 37 topics, zoning share best predicts which cities are nearest neighbors (p < .001)

neighborhoods are more likely to = Dyadic regression: one-SD larger zoning-share gap predicts 0.34 SD lower cosine similarity

= Among items with recorded votes, the vast majority of votes are consensus ,
attract multiple commenters (p < 001)
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